
Community Connections
SERVING MARIN, SAN FRANCISCO, N. SAN MATEO, SONOMA COUNTIES & CITY OF NAPA
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Fall grief counseling groups begin in September in Larkspur, 
Sonoma and San Francisco. A complete schedule is available 
at www.hospicebythebay.org.

 September 20 Hospice by the Bay Used Book Sale
  Book Passage II, Corte Madera

 October 18 Estate Planning For Unmarried People
  Hospice by the Bay, Larkspur

 November 1 Bewitching Magical Ball Fundraiser
  Marin Center Exhibit Hall

 November 8 My Life, My Choices: Planning for Future   
  Health Care Decisions 
  Hospice by the Bay, Larkspur

 November 12 Life of Your Estate After Death: Probate   
  and Trust Administration and Why Estate   
  Planning Matters
  Hospice by the Bay, Sonoma

 December 6 Annual Service of Remembrance
  Hospice by the Bay, Larkspur

 December 7 Lights of Remembrance
  Sonoma Plaza

 January 15 Estate Planning for Registered Domestic   
  Partners and Same-Sex Married Couples   
  – What is the Same and What is Different
  Hospice by the Bay, San Francisco

FREE Seminar

FREE Seminar

FREE Seminar20
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VISIT WWW.HOSPICEBYTHEBAY.ORG FOR DETAILS ON UPCOMING EVENTS

From the Desk of Kitty Whitaker

I am honored to introduce myself to you as the new Chief Executive Of� cer. 
In my 18 years at Hospice by the Bay, I have served as the Chief Operating 
Of� cer, Director of Hospice Services, Team Leader and nurse, so I am aware 

of the crucial role that 
our supporters play in our 
success, and for that I am 
most grateful.

As we approach our 40th year 
providing end-of-life care, 
the Hospice industry is facing 
unprecedented changes 
and challenges. Nationwide, 
community-based hospices 
are having conversations with 
larger health care entities to 

ensure that end-of-life services remain in the continuum of care.  As a leader 
in the industry and a responsible community member, we feel obligated to 
explore all opportunities that give us the best chance to secure end-of-life 
care services for you, your family, friends, and neighbors.

Your ongoing support has helped us ful� ll our mission, and your impact 
cannot be overstated. It is Hospice by the Bay’s commitment to ensure that 
all resources that we receive from our constituents stay in the areas that we 
serve. If, in the future, a collaborative opportunity with another healthcare 
organization were to happen, your support will continue to provide care here 
in your community.

As your nonpro� t hospice provider, our commitment to provide quality 
hospice and palliative care will never change. 

Sincerely,

Kitty Whitaker, RN, MS
Chief Executive Of� cer

Volunteer for Holiday Gift Wrap
Hospice by the Bay and the Town Center Corte Madera have been 

partners for 26 years, offering free gift wrap to Town Center patrons. Our 
spirited volunteers will wrap holiday gifts from November 28 - December 24. 

Please call (415) 526.5500 and ask for Volunteer Services or email 
events@hospicebythebay.org for details and to sign up to wrap!

Donate   Shop   Volunteer

Find Great Reads for 
Adults and Kids
Shop at Hospice by the Bay’s 
Used Book Room at Book Passage II 
51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera

Proceeds help support our 
community programs.

We welcome your donations of gently 
used books, in good condition. Books 
are accepted at our Larkspur of� ce, 
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Find Great Reads for 

Used Book Room at Book Passage II 
51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera

We welcome your donations of gently 
used books, in good condition. Books 
are accepted at our Larkspur of� ce, 
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Donate  •  Shop  •  Volunteer

Hospice by the Bay Thrift Shops
A fun and easy way to support our compassionate mission.

Hospice Hodgepodge
910 Lincoln Ave., San Rafael
(415) 459.4686

Hospice Hodgepodge II
910 Grant Ave., Novato
(415) 893.9036

Helpful Resources - we can send you free of charge.

Just in Case brochure - a quick form to list your key information 
about medical care, � nances and more.

The Organizer -  a detailed guide to help you think about what 
you want regarding end-of-life plans and how to communicate your values 
and wishes to those important to you.

Grief Support Booklets - Coping with Loss when a Loved One Dies,
Helping Children Cope with Loss

Call (415) 526.5500 or email development@hospicebythebay.org

Store hours: Monday - Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

FREE Seminar



Did you know…
In the past seven years, Hospice by the Bay has grown from serving an 
average of 201 patients per day, to an average of 373 patients per day. 
That’s a 54% increase in just a short time.

As our population ages, the need for hospice care and support 
services grows. Our charitable fundraising dollars must keep up 
with this growth.

Donors who include Hospice by the Bay in their wills, trusts or 
retirement plans help ensure that programs for hospice care will be 
here for many generations to come. We are grateful for the continued 
support from our community, but there is still much work that needs to 
be done and hundreds more patients and families that we can help.

We need your help.
After you have protected the future for your family, please consider 
protecting the future of those who will need our care.  It is easy to 
arrange a bequest through your will or trust or give a gift through your 
life insurance, IRA or other retirement plan bene� ts.  Feel free to give 
us a call for more planned giving options at (415) 526.5500 or visit 
Planned Gifts on our website, www.hospicebythebay.org.

Milestones
Ruth Silverman, devoted volunteer for  31 years, 
hospice ambassador and donor, was 
honored at a luncheon attended by 
friend Robert Beadle and her son, 
David Silverman. She received the 
Dee Fahy Volunteer Achievement 
Award in 2009 for serving as 
both a patient care and 
bereavement volunteer. 
Thank you, Ruth for your 
extraordinary dedication 
to our work.

Hospice by the Bay 
staff, family, friends and 
pets marched in the San 
Francisco Pride Parade 
on June 29th. Hospice 
by the Bay has been 
proudly serving the LGBT 
Community since 1982. It 
was a beautiful day for a 
beautiful event!

Have You Had The Conversation?   
It’s easier than you think ...

At Hospice by the Bay, we witness � rst-hand the distress that families feel when 
they have to guess about their loved ones’ wishes for care at the end of life.  

We’d like to encourage you to have these conversations long before they’re 
necessary. It’s one of the greatest gifts you can give your family.

Let’s get you started.
We’ve assembled a variety of tools to make it easier. There’s a video library 
including a discussion between Tom Brokaw and his daughter, Jennifer, 
talking about Tom’s plan or lack thereof, regarding his end-of-life wishes. And 
one from Hospice by the Bay’s Chief Medical Director, Dr. Margaret Bourne, 
sharing her very personal perspective on death.  

You can download an Organizer to create a written record of where your 
stuff is and what is important to you, notes about � nancial information, even 
names and addresses of all your family members.  

There is a collection of articles, including one showing how 96% of the adult 
residents of LaCrosse, WI have an advance directive in place, compared to 
the national average of 30%.

All of this and more can be found at LivingBeforeLeaving.org. 
Check it out. Share it. Start talking.

I would want anyone who 
is seeking Hospice by the 
Bay services to be assured 
that they will be receiving 
the most well-managed 
professional care that is 
possible. What Hospice 
by the Bay says they will 
deliver, they deliver.  

 ~ Karen talks about her 
hospice experience

Spotlight on Sonoma County

Hospice by the Bay began offering hospice services in Sonoma County 
in 1992. We serve the entire county, from Cloverdale at the far north, the 
towns along the coast, the Valley of the Moon, and the more urban areas of 
Santa Rosa and Petaluma.

We provide a palliative care consultation service at Sonoma Valley 
Hospital and collaborate with the hospital in staf� ng the Hospice Care 
Room in their acute facility. In this home-like setting, patients who do not 
have the resources to receive hospice care in their own home have access 
to comprehensive end-of-life care in their � nal days.

 Camp Erin, our annual summer residential grief camp for 50+ youth, 
takes place in Occidental and serves children and teens who are coping with 
the loss of a loved one. 25% of the attendees from last year’s camp were 
from Sonoma County.

The annual Lights of Remembrance event is in its 29th year. This special 
tree-lighting ceremony on December 7th at 6 p.m. on the Sonoma Plaza 
provides an opportunity for the community to come together to honor 
loved ones. Our beautiful hospice tree shines throughout December.  

In May, Team Hospice by the Bay took part in the Sonoma County Human 
Race which is the biggest Human Race event in the country!

Bewitching MagicalBall

Save the Date: 
Saturday 

November 1, 2014


